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Constellation Assignment

Before beginning this assignment, you have to have read What Are Constellations, Where Did
Constellations Come From, and the Navigation website. Have your teacher initial below:

e What Are Constellations
e Where Did Constellations Come From
e Navigation website

Your assignment is to research a constellation.

e Draw a picture of your constellation.

e Give us some basic information about your constellation. For example — which season is it
seen, what deep sky objects are found in your constellation, etc.

e Read a myth that explains your constellation. Write the myth in your own words.

e Be prepared present your constellation and myth to the class.

My Constellation

This is what my constellation
looks like

My constellation is seen
during this season

Deep sky objects in my
constellation




This myth explains how my constellation got into the sky:

Our constellations represent things that were important to the people who named them.
Your assignment is to design your own constellation.

e Write your name on the Personal Constellations worksheet.

e Get some sticky stars and make a constellation using the position of the “stars” on your
Personal Constellation worksheet. Write a name for your created constellation.

e Create a myth that explains why the constellation is in the sky. Write it below your
constellation. Remember, your myth has to apply to today. You can’t use Zeus or any other
Greek gods. It must be a story people would recognize today!

e Be prepared to present your constellation to the class.



Name HR Date

What doesyour name look like as a constellation?

Directions:
Personal Constellation

1. Write your name vertically down the Y axis.
(Skipping a space between each letter of the

name will spread the picture out better.) A[BICIDIEIEIGIHIT [JIKILIM N[O PTQI R[S

2. Start with the first letter in the written name.

Follow aong that row parallel to the X axis

until you come to the column with that letter

of the alphabet and draw a star in that square

(see example). Continue with the other

letters.

3. Look at the stars and find a pattern. The

paper may be held in any orientation, and

one or several constellations could be

created.

4. "Connect-the-dots’ and draw a picture of

your constellation.

A|IBIC|DIE|F|IG|H|T|J/K|L|M
E

L *
I *

0 *

E 5

Source of original lesson: http://www.ips planetarium.org/ips edlesson01.html, worksheet by www.middleschool science.com 2004




My Constellation:

My Myth:



Constellations and the Seasons

1. Why do you look for the constellation Orion in the winter?

2. Why are stars dim?
3. How far does the Earth move in its orbit around the Sun each day?
4. Why can’t you see the stars in the first picture a few months later?

5. Half a year later, why do you see a different sky?

6. True/False The rotation of the Earth effects what stars you see during the evening.
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Constellation "Think” Questions

(from Constellations for Every Kid by Janice VanCleave)
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/ 1. Look at the picture on the left. In what constellation would you see

{é‘} the Sun?
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2. Look at the picture on the right. In what
constellation would you see the Sun?

Earth



3. Look carefully at the picture.
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a. In what constellation would you see the sun if it were in Position D?

b. In what constellation would you see the sun if it were in Position A?

c. In what constellation would you see the sun if it were in Position B?

d. In what constellation would you see the sun if it were in Position C?

4. Look carefully at the picture.
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a. What constellation would you see at night if the Earth were in position D?

b. What constellation would you see at night if the Earth were in position A?

c. What constellation would you see at night if the Earth were in position B?

d. What constellation would you see at night if the Earth were in position C?
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In the picture above, when Earth is at position A, it is Winter. When Earth is at position B, it is Spring.
When Earth is at position C, it is Summer. When Earth is at position D, it is Autumn.

List four constellations that can be seen during that season.

Winter

Spring

Summer

Autumn





