
Orion – The Hunter 
 
According to myth Orion was the son of the God of the Sea 
Poseidon. It was said of Orion that he was so tall that he could 
stride across the bottom of the sea with his head sticking out 
above the waves, but his father Poseidon gave him the ability 
to walk on the surface of the water. In the sky Orion carries 
an unbreakable bronze club. In his other hand he bears the p
of a lion.   
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Myth has it that the sting of a Scorpion killed Orion. The 
Scorpion is identified with the constellation of Scorpius, 
halfway around the sky from Orion. Some say that the 
Scorpion was sent by the Gaia the Goddess of the Earth; others say it was Artemis, the 
Goddess of the Hunt, who sent the Scorpion to kill Orion, because Orion had dared to 
hunt down all the animals of the earth. As the Scorpion rises in the east, Orion sets, 
indicating the victory of the Scorpion over the Hunter.   
 
There is another very different story of the death of Orion holds that Orion was in 
fact betrothed to Artemis, but Apollo, the brother of Artemis was opposed to the 
wedding. Artemis was very proud of her skill as an archer. So one day Apollo challenged 
Artemis to put an arrow through a small dark object that could be seen far off in the 
distance bobbing above the waves of the sea. Artemis easily pierced the object with a 
single shot and was horrified that she had killed her husband-to-be Orion. Filled with 
grief, she placed him among the stars.  
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